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EARLY CHURCH!

Part 1

DearFriends

“And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God,
and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved.” —Acts 2:46,47. The early church's sense of urgency could not have been
stronger.

The way that Jesus had answered the question concerning the establishment of the
Messianic kingdom, could be understood to mean that everything depended on the
coming of the Holy Spiritand the completion of the apostolic mission.

So, when Pentecost came, early believers thought that everything was fulfilled. They
had received the Spirit and shared the gospel with the whole world, even though they
had not left Jerusalem at this point. But in reality the whole world had come to them. —
Acts2:5-11

But was the mission of taking the gospel to the whole world completed? Obviously
not! The admonition still stands; “"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,
andin Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” —Actsa:8

To this day, humanity has not completed the task of taking the gospel to all the world
—or we wouldn't be here. But we have the counsel of Christ Himself. “Be ye also ready,
forinsuch anhourasye think not, the Son of man cometh.” —Matthew 24:44

We are to be prepared at any time to meet the Son of man face to face. In our daily
home lives, in our daily working routines, in our dealing with other people, we are at all
times to function and conduct ourselves as if Jesus was watching our every thought and
action, but we often act as if there were no watching eye upon us. But the unseen eye is
allobserving.

“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my
Fatheronly.” —Matthew 24:36

“The Lord has wisely concealed this from us, that we may always be in a state of
expectancy and preparation for the second appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
clouds of heaven.” —Letter28,1897

"The hope of
Christ’s
appearing is a
large hope, a far
reaching hope. It
is the hope of
seeing Him in His
beauty, and of
being made like

V/4

Him.
—Reflecting Christ, p.59
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Then, the very next words in that letter, continue. “We are to search the prophecies
that point to the roll of fast fulfilling events, and which Christ has plainly told us will
take place prior to the end of this earth's history. We are to watch and pray, wait
patiently, and work faithfully to save perishing souls. Time is a most precious talent,
and every moment is to be improved in doing our work wisely and well, so that if we
are suddenly called to lay off the armor, we may be prepared to give up our account
to God."” —ibid

"Time is a most

precious talent,

We are still here, professing to be God's true church — the remnant; but are we as fer-
and every vent in our day as the apostles were 2000 odd years ago? It may just be that God had a
betterequipped people to work with back then, than He does now, perhaps!

moment is to be Today with the media, publications and ease of travel, we have so many advantages,
) / butwhataboutthe willingness, the willto go and share our message in ourhomes, in our
Improved n neighbourhood, in our cities and nations? It's not so much the money and means that
God needs, itis willing heart’s of men and women! If our hearts were right with God and
doing our work with each other, the we would see our opening verses of Acts 2:46, 47 fulfilled!
. What happened next was the church's detachment from material goods. Sensing
Wlsely and Well/ that the time was short, they sold all they had and devoted themselves to learning and
. to fellowship while continuing to witness about the resurrection of Jesus. But at this
so that IfW€ are early stage, they had only fulfilled first base of Acts 1:8 — they were still in Jerusalem.
suddenly called Teaching and Fellowship
After the miraculous experience of Pentecost, Luke focuses more on the inner
to [ay Off the experience of those involved. “"And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine

and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” —Acts 2:42
armor, we may

Fourmainingredientsinthis verse are; teaching and learning the doctrine, fellowship

be prepared to one with another, breaking of bread together and time in prayer. With the magnificent
display of the Holy Spirit's coming and His presence, it is obvious that it left a deep
give up our impression on all the beholders. More than that, it activated them to learn more and do

something with it. With this learning and willingness to be possessed by the Holy Spirit,
it was not without effect. “And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs
were done by the apostles.” —Acts2:43

account to God.”
—Letter 28, 1897

The need to be together was another important factor. They were individuals, and
they had their struggles, but from their searching, praying and confessing previously,
they became of one accord. All differences were put aside, pride and independence
were laid aside. While it seems hard forus to comprehend thathuman beings cangeton
sowell with one another, it can be done! If men will strip away all desire for self, there can
be aferventloveforChristandforone another.

“And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And sold their pos-
sessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. Neither was
there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses
sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at
the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had
need.” —Acts2:44,45; 4:34,35

They were preparedto sell offall they could and trusted their brethren and pooled the
money to see the work go ahead. This sharing allowed them to experience a deeper
sense of unity together. They all trusted God that He would supply their daily needs,
they all felt there would not be a need for a future in this world, as the end was nigh at
hand and theirresources wentto where their passion was.

“After the descent of the Holy Spirit the disciples went forth to proclaim a risen
Saviour, their one desire being the salvation of souls. They rejoiced in the sweetness of
the communion with saints. They were tender, thoughtful, self-denying, willing to
make any sacrifice forthe truth's sake.
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“Intheir daily association with one anotherthey revealed the love that Christhad com-
manded them to reveal. By unselfish words and deeds they strove to kindle this love in
other hearts... They were to go forward in willing obedience to the new commandment:
"As|havelovedyou, thatyealsolove one another." -john13:34

So closely were they to be united to Christ that they would be enabled to fulfil His
requirements. The power of a Saviour who could justify them by His righteousness was
tobe magnified.” —Testimonies forthe Church, vol.8, p.241

The Healing of a Lame Man

“Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being
the ninth hour. And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they
laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that
entered into the temple; Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked
analms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Lookonus. And he gave
heed untothem, expectingto receive something of them. " —Acts3:1-5

In the hearts of even the early disciples, the Jewish religion was still very much a part
of them, as it would have been instilled in their thinking all their lives prior to this huge
culture change that Jesus brought. While that may have been the case, as Peterand John
were visiting the temple, they now had another reason while there — before they even
gotinto the temple, to share the present truth of Jesus and His resurrection. The whole
of Acts3isarecord of whathappened at that prayerservice.

“Peter and John, going up to the temple to worship, saw a distressed and poverty-
stricken cripple, forty years of age, who had known no other life than one of pain and
infirmity. This unfortunate man had long desired to go to Jesus and be healed, but he
was almost helpless, and was removed far from the scene of the Great Physician's
labors.

Finally his earnest pleadings induced some kind persons to bear him to the gate of the
temple. But upon arriving there he discovered that the Healer, upon whom his hopes
were centered, had been puttoacrueldeath...

“As Peter and John passed, he begged charity from them... The poor man's counte-
nance had fallen when Peter declared his own poverty, but grew bright with hope and
faith asthe disciple continued. "And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and
immediately hisfeetand ankle bonesreceived strength...

“The Jews were astonished that the disciples could perform miracles similar to those
of Jesus. He, they supposed, was dead, and they had expected all such wonderful mani-
festations to cease with Him. Yet here was this man who had been a helpless cripple for
forty years, now rejoicing in the full use of his limbs, free from pain, and happy in believ-
ingonJesus.

“The apostles saw the amazement of the people, and questioned them why they
should be astonished at the miracle which they had witnessed, and regard them with
awe as though it were through their own power they had done this thing. Peter assured
them it was done through the merits of Jesus of Nazareth, whom they had rejected and
crucified, butwhom God had raised from the dead the third day...” —story of Redemption, p.249

Thefollowing verses of Acts 3, record Peter's powerful sermon with five main points;
Jesuswasthe expected Messiah verse18)

Godresurrected Him (verse 1s)

Jesuswas exaltedin heaven erse13)

He will come again verse 20)

Repentanceisnecessary forthe forgiveness of sin verse 1)

"And when
Peter saw it, he
answered unto
the people, Ye
men of Israel,
why marvel ye at
this? or why look
ye so earnestly
on us, as though
by our own
power or

holiness we had

made this man

to walk?”
—ACcts 3:12
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"And | saw
another angel
fly in the midst
of heaven,
having the
everlasting
gospel to
preach unto
them that dwell
on the earth,
and to every
nation, and
kindred, and
tongue, and

people...”

—Revelation 14:6

Little has changed for us!

Inmany ways, thisis the same message we are to take tothe world. The 'present truth'
may have changed from the time of their teaching, but we are still to present those five
points that Peter presented all those years ago. They are still current for our teaching
andsharinginthis ourday.

Asthe early church was established, there was a significant shift in the thinking of the
Jews, including the disciples. They were to grasp the change from the 'old' covenant to
the'new". It was a huge change! From the process of the sanctuary service, the daily sac-
rifice of the required offerings, the application of the blood taken into the holy place,
and the most holy place, the meaning of the furniture and the application of the furni-
ture’s meaning, all had come to its end. What that sanctuary service stood for, for so
many years, had beenfulfilledin Jesus Christin person.

He was the sacrifice, His was the blood applied in the holy and most holy places. He
was the antitype of the types and services. It was He, the Son of God in living flesh! The
death, the resurrection, the ascension, the hope of His return was the present truth
thosefirstdisciples were totake to, first Jerusalem, then Samaria and to the world.

And so for us; there is to be a significant shift in our thinking, from asleep to awake,
from lukewarm to piping hot! But it may be just as difficult and huge for us to shift from
'old' Laodicean condition to grasp the 'new' condition of 'gold, white raiment, and eye
salve'.

Yes, the ‘present truth’ message may have shifted from the resurrection of Christ in
their day, to the coming of Christ in our day, but the core message is essentially the
same. Itis an everlasting gospel. Christ sacrificed His life for all humanity, in that He died
fortheirsinsinthatearly church, asalso forusin our day. He was resurrected for them as
well as for us. He will return for His children — for them and for us. All mankind can find
salvationin Him, yes, forall humanity, forall time.

For the early disciples, the power in their message was that Jesus was the Messiah,
the Christ garbed in humanity. He died and ignominious death, but His resurrection was
hope for them in that very Person, Jesus Christ. It was the 'current news'. For us, the
emphasisismore onthe second comingand preparation forthat greatday.

The Rise of Opposition

Chapter 3 is a bright and sunny chapter, of Peter and John going to the temple for
prayer meeting, butasthey wenttothe temple, they were greeted with a poor wretch of
a man who was desperate for help. After the miraculous healing, Peter’s message is
recorded for all to read, of hope in Christ. His message was with power and conviction
fromthat time up through millenniato ourday.

Chapter 4 casts a shadow of darkness over chapter 3. The administrion of the temple
were not pleased with what happened in chapter 3. "And as they spake unto the people,
the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them. Being
grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from
the dead. And they laid hands onthem, and put themin hold unto the next day: forit was
now eventide. "—Acts 4:1-3

Asthe disciples rebuked the unbelief of those who witnessed the healing of the lame
man, itsurely begantoraise theire of the leaders of the temple. The temple at Jerusalem
was run by the high priest and his associates, primarily Sadducees. The high priest was
also the leader of the Sanhedrin council, which in those days was made up mostly of
Sadducees and Pharisees. Because the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection,
they were greatly disturbed that Peter and John were teaching that Jesus had been
raised fromthe dead. Atall costs, they were to be silenced, so the apostles were arrested
by the temple guards and put in hold until the following day, where they were brought
before councilto be questioned, andintheirthinking, to be condemned and quieted.
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As the council assembled the following morning, the first question was asked; *...By
what power, orby what name, have ye done this?” —Acts4:7. Peterand John could have eas-
ily retorted back and said, “"Didn't you listen yesterday? Are you so clouded in your mind
that you don't know what has happened over recent weeks?” But no, this just gave
anotheropportunity to share the 'present truth'.

Peter’s Rebuke

“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and
eldersoflsrael...” —Acts4:8

It was not so much Peter that did the talking.Yes, he had proven to be very vocal, but
even then, with all his talk—he was a vessel being used. Ultimately, it was the Holy Spirit
that gave unction to proclaim this message. It seemed to the leaders that this was not a
matter of ignorance in regards to who the disciples were talking about, it was more the
concern of power—that if this new message and movement were allowed to continue, it
would soon be out of their control.

But Peter bypassed that. He just declared the miracle of the healing of the cripple was
performed in the name of Jesus Christ and that salvation comes directly from Him. The
apostles knew the authority these men had, yet standing in their presence, they well
knew they had still a higher power in their midst as well — one that the temple leaders
neededto meetand know—personally.

Also these leaders didn't realise how accurate they were fulfilling prophecy by their
actions towards the disciples. “Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves:
beyetherefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware of men: for they will
deliveryou up tothe councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; And ye shall
be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and
the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak:
foritshall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak,
butthe Spirit of your Father which speakethinyou.” —matthew10:16-20

To add insult to injury for the Sanhedrin, the man who had just been healed was pres-
ent, the miracle could not be denied. It became so intense that the leaders demanded
thedisciplestostop preaching. They feared the message as much as the force of the mes-
sage and popularity of the movement now under way.

Rather than thinking it through for long term results, they could only think of the
immediate effect, and that was that they felt they were losing control over the people
and they would fight tooth and nail to save their authority and power. Their response
was self-preservation.

But Peter and John were not disturbed about it all and used some very clear and
impacting words at the closure of his discourse. “Whether it be right in the sight of God
to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things
which we have seenand heard.” —Acts 4:19,20

This conclusion is very similar to the words spoken by Gamaliel in “Refrain from these
men, and letthem alone: forif this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought:
But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against
God."” —Acts 5:38

But it doesn’t end there either. While the devil did all he could to derail that fledgling
Christian church, there were those dedicated ones who stood for the right, even though
the heavens may fall. That determination is recorded on those sacred pages of history,
thatit may give us hope for our day. If they could stand for the right, then so can we.

g fury

"Now when they
saw the boldness
of Peter and John,
and perceived
that they were
unlearned and
ignorant men,
they marvelled;
and they took
knowledge of
them, that they
had been with

Jesus.”

— Acts 4:13
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M In the Office

At the end of April Brendan Putt joined our team in the office. With our new software
systems and fresh learning we have managed to increase efficiency.

Spirit of Prophecy

H isto ry Bibles and Health books & products have been the most sought after items followed
by outreach material. Bibles and whole grains and flours have been popular for

Of customers coming in store. We are currently in the process of compiling bulk

shipments from the USA and UK mainly to replenish stock and to include some new

Redemption tems.

Print & Media Production: Our production team have also been busy working with
people to develop and print booklets, flyers and advertising for events. If you have a
passion to share something or promote and event, can we help make it happen?

Video Production: Since the beginning of the year .
we have been releasing broadcast edited versions WHAT S
THE TIME jf

of camp-meeting sermons. On ourYouTube
channel you will find messages from Pr Conrad
Vine and Pr Andreas Mellas. View them, be
inspired and share with others. Every Friday a new
video is added. Check out ourYouTube Channel
here: www.youtube.com/autumnleavesnz

7/
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M Projects

Blue Bible Project: This Blue Bible project aims to produce and distribute an ideal
sharing Bible with good features and low prices. With good size print and
approximately 150 additional pages of study aids and Bible information, these Bibles

Provided in one convenient have been received with excitement and scattered widely.
volume, take the complete These are produced in bulk and are very
text of these eight books that economical and to make them even more

are an amazing commentary

_ > affordable we are aiming to raise $50,000 to
on the Bible with you.

subsidise them. We are 4/5 of the way there
with over $5600 raised since our last update
and less than $11,000 to go.

 Patriarchs and Prophets

* Prophets and Kings
11664 Bibles arrived in January and we have

less than 2950 left to distribute. You can go
e Thoughts from the Mount online or contact us. Pricing is just $11.00 each
of Blessings and as low as $4.50 in bulk.

e The Desire of Ages

« Christ's Object Lessons A new printing with a few improvements is being commissioned in the next weeks
and we have just committed to another full shipping container load (12800 Bibles) for
New Zealand. Two containers are also being printed for Australia and the first

e The Great Controversy shipment of one shipping container will be going to the United States.

e The Acts of the Apostles

«  Steps to Christ We hope to have the last funds raised for our current shipment before the next
arrives and we will be calculating how much we might be able to raise to help

T © productisa subsidise the Bibles in the next shipment.

high quality vegan leather

1 Raised so far
with a zipper closure. Funding Progress $10,705 to YRLSLEW_\

Available in black and brown
colours.

Softback Building Project: With a final tidy up of our accounting system switch and some further
generous donations we have jumped forward on this fund. Thank you to those who
continue to contribute - we only have less than 5% to complete!

$140.00 +p&p

¢ Raised so far

Funding Progress EFFARYD YQLM1
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B Events

North Island Trip: Doug and Angela have recently returned from
a week and a half trip in the lower North Island. We had a good
Sabbath at Dannevirke Church, then an intense week of visiting
in the Tararua, Hawkes Bay, Manawatu, Taranaki, Waikato and
Bay of Plenty areas, with the second Sabbath at Papamoa. The JeSUS

It was so good to connect with friends made long ago and to be Difference

Bible Teachings

with new friends. It was truly an inspiration for us and we
certainly hope for those we visited.

Friday Night Live: The last Friday Night Live on May 30, was the first time Doug and
Angela were absent, but Korina and our faithful team did an excellent job.

x

' & | . DougandAngela were able to tune in from the
3 North Island and even put in a request.

Friday! 3

\--"_] l‘ £ _ This simple ministry has proven to be a
: _]*1 1 14 blessing to many people as they welcome their
[ JAVE Sabbath in, particularly those on their own.

Don‘t miss the next Friday Night Live on

1} AutumnLecves o
August 29. Put it in your calendar now!

England: Doug and Angela have responded to a call to head to England to assist with
a church plant and development. This is quite a commitment
and the first time they have undertaken such a task. They will
be away from home for ten weeks, from June 16 to August
28. This brings them home just in time for the August Friday
Night Live!

The work will involve teaching Sabbath School lessons,
delivering sermons, working with outreach for the
community, helping in renovations for a health ministry,
while still attending to Autumn Leaves work as well.

o rshang b
O Ly “m"';

Hatchainy

Are you tempted? Suffering?
Doubting? Lonely?

The good news of Jesus Christ
Clearance: In store we have a clearance table with items that . didn’t end with His death on
might be one-off, damaged or past best before. Ask us the cross! In this deeply
anytime what might be there for a bargain. The following we have at present: personal and spiritually
moving book, prolific author
and theologian Herbert E.
Douglass reveals what a
profound difference the
heavenly ministry of Jesus
makes to each of us.

Indeed, all Christians can

— = _ Wt have hope knowing that

- HH_'};'[’IH: S * War & Jesus makes a difference in
e : ; ’ our lives each and every day

as He stands as our Defender

and Advocate in the heavenly

The Impending Conflict - slightly damaged on bottom of pages - was $5 NOW $4 sanctuary!
Ransom CD - music by Katie Millea, returned unused - was $22 NOW $11.00 If you are a Christian who is
Triumph CD - music by Michael Avaylon, returned unused - was $19 NOW $11.00 struggling and in doubt, or
KJV Thinline Bible - burgundy bonded leather, back cover damage - was $59 NOW $29.50 know someone who is, you
Carob Coconut Bar 804 - organic carob bar, past best before - was $12 now $7.20 need this book! It will change
Chlorella Powder 1004 - organic, just past best before - was $20 now $12 your life and give you hope to
Remnant Study Bible - Hardback, manufacturing defect, still usable - was $85 now $79 overcome!
Passion of Love set - book and audio book set with bookmarks, one only - now $8 Paperback
Spotless, by Shelly Quinn - cancelled order, one only - now $25.00

$21.00 +p&p

The Longest Story ever Told - children’s gospel book, one only - was $16 now $13
The Coming Judgements of God, by Steve Wholberg - DVD, one only - was $10 now $5

God’s Big idea - Children’s devotional, minor cover damage - was $39 NOW $35 _
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"Whether it be Summ%mps

right in the
. Plans are well under way for another camp/convention season in January 2026.
sight of God to / P !

hearken unto Speakers pending at present

you more than
unto God,
Judge ye.”

—Acts 4:19

_ David Gates Jeff Wehr Joshua White
— T North Island Camp dates
AagEE=s

— = January 13-18, 2026
Lakeview Bible Camp, 359 Hamurana Road, Rotorua

u Cry H * The North Island camp this coming summer will be at our usual location and in
Py - i \ a similar format. We look forward to spending time with all who can attend!

Shop Online South Island Convention

Visit our online shop for over 1000

items. This is an easy and effective January 22-25,January 2026

way to buy or donate. )
Venue to be confirmed

Categories include: Bibles, Stud . . .
Aids,gBibIeTeachings, Stories, Y The South Island convention will run from Thursday through to Sunday with

Nature and Science, Spirit of the above speakers. This is the weekend after the North Island camp.
Prophecy, Family, Homeschooling,
Children, Health, Media, Outreach,

Foreign Languages, Donations and www.autumnleaves.co.nz/events ]
Second Hand items.

This newsletter is also available
electronically and online.

Find us online!

www.autumnleaves.co.nz/shop

Find us on social media
] Autumn Leaves Nz Ltd www.facebook.com/autumnleavesnz
e i PO Box 654 www.youtube.com/autumnleavesnz
)z -~ Rangiora 7440 Bank accounts:
ea er New Zealand NZ 01 0877 0014329 00
28 Southbrook Road, Rangiora 7440 AUST ~ BSB 014 507  ACCNT 4865 93335
The Leaflet is the newsletter of office@autumnleaves.co.nz Payments & donations can also
Autumn Leaves NZ Limited, a be made via credit card.
istered charitable compan Phone 03 313 7762 i ible i
registered c pany, . +64 3 313 7762 Donations are tax deductible in New Zealand.
with the purpose of scattering romloversess) We appreciate the contributions given which enable this
God’s message of truth like the www.autumnleaves.co.nz charity to continue to serve you and the community.
leaves of autumn.
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