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Dear
amAnn(iP;?ts;ilsdv\L/J:;clz?_e;,n81: are from beneath; | am from above: ye are of this world; | “Thefaithful
Jesus clearlyidentifies that He is not of this world, yes, He was physically here init, but gospe[ Worker
His mission was from above.
“FromAbove”isaspiritual reality that the church needstorealise andrise to. need notfear
“FromAbove" if we are honest with ourselves is greatly missingintoo many lives. defeat at the

“From Above” when discovered will revolutionise your spiritual life.

Letustake alookatthis conceptfromthe Word of God. hand Of the
1The perspective “FromAbove.” enemy;for itis

2The power“FromAbove.”

his privilege to be
3Theprovisions “FromAbove.”
4The paradise "FromAbove.” endued with
The Perspective From Above power from
First, the perspective of “"From Above” is the perspective of Christ in His words, "l am above to
fromabove...lam not of thisworld.” —iohn8:23
He was up in the quarters of heaven in place and time. Heaven is where He lived withstand every
before He came to this earth. His time on earth was limited compared to all eternity
after. satanic
Secondly, the perspective of “From Beneath” is the perspective of the world even . ”
though professing religiosity. lnfluence.
In John chapter 8, Jesus had been hassled and tempted of the Pharisees with the saga —Acts of the Apostles,
of the woman caught in adultery, plus they accused Him of not being who He said He p-167,168

was. Jesus is here responding to those 'religious bigots' when He said, “Ye are from
beneath... yeare of thisworld.” —johng:23
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"Love not the
world, neither
the things that
are in the world.
If any man love
the world, the
love of the
Father is not in
him. For all that
is in the world,
the lust of the
flesh, and the
lust of the eyes,
and the pride of
life, is not of the
Father, but is of

the world.”
—IJohn 2:15,16
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These men were from down in the quarters of this dark world. They were limited to
time and space as we know it, but should have known better, being teachers of the peo-
plewhofollowed them and theirteachings. Although these words came a little later, still
Jesus taught the principle, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the Fatheris notin him.” —iJohn2:15

The World Beneath

This world beneath offers temporal success, and a steady job. People of this world
beneath gain and obtain specified characteristics, and follow one after another. Even a
student who gains a degree, of even masters, has only achieved what others have
achieved beforethem.

When the papacy took over from Pagan Rome, the principles of their religion were
from the world beneath, depending heavily upon the priest and their demands upon
their parishioners. They secularise the spiritual and spiritualise the secular, weakening
thereal Biblical spiritual message.

The people of the world, cannot comprehend spiritual things. “That which is born of
thefleshisflesh; and thatwhichis born of the Spirit s spirit.” —iohn3:6

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. The Pharisees
therefore said unto him, Thou bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true. Jesus
answered and said unto them, Though | bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for|
know whence | came, and whither | go; but ye cannot tell whence | come, and whither |
go. Ye judge afterthe flesh; | judge no man. And yet if | judge, my judgment is true: for|
amnotalone, butlandthe Fatherthatsent me. Itis also writteninyourlaw, thatthe tes-
timony of two menistrue. | am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent
me beareth witness of me.” —ohn8:12-18

Jesusis identifying Himself to be true, but only true as from the witness of His Father
inheaven.

“Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in
yoursins: whither | go, ye cannot come. Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because
he saith, Whither|go, ye cannot come. And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; lam
from above: ye are of this world; | am not of this world. | said therefore unto you, that ye
shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that | am he, ye shall die in your sins. Then said
they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that | said unto
you from the beginning. | have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent
me is true; and | speak to the world those things which | have heard of him. They under-
stood notthat he spake tothem of the Father. ” —Johng:21-27

These poor souls just couldn't grasp the concept of another realm, as all they knew
was the religious system of this world, contaminated with words from beneath. But
Jesus was trying to help them see the reality of who He is representing, and the govern-
ment He is representing. His whole mission was not from this earth, but to lift men's
minds heavenward.

“Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye
know that | am he, and that | do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, |
speak these things. And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone;
forldo always those things that please him. As he spake these words, many believed on
him.” —John 8:28-30

When He was lifted up onthe cross, it revealed much asto who Jesus really was andis.
It drew their eyes and minds upward to heaven, but even in His words spoken that day,
many believed Him, but there were many whosstill didn't getit.

“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. Then said
the Jewsunto him, Thou art notyetfifty years old, and hastthou seen Abraham?
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Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Before Abraham was, | am. Then
took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple,
goingthroughthe midst of them, and so passed by.” —john8:57-59

Ultimately, the honour of this world beneath is no honour at all. It means very little
andisonly an honourforavery shorttime. True Christian honour comes from above.

The Power From Above

“Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Exceptamanbe born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God... Marvel notthat|said untothee, Ye must be bornagain.” —ohn3:3,7

Jesusis here explaining there are two births, but more-so that Nicodemus needs to be
bornagain, born from above, whichis a different birth experience. “That whichisborn of
thefleshisflesh; and that whichis born of the Spirit is spirit.” —iohn3:6

Nicodemus had been educated and lived his whole life from beneath, and it was very
difficult for him to comprehend this new birth experience, and the question we have to
ask ourselvesis, which birth are we borninto and living in at present?

Are we living in fear in our first and natural birth? “There was a man of the Pharisees,
named Nicodemus, arulerof the Jews: The same cameto Jesus by night..."” —iohn3:1,2

Or perhaps we are living a religious life and our behaviour is very diplomatic fearful of
being conspicuous and different? "Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from
God: fornoman can dothese miraclesthat thou doest, except God be with him.” —john3:2

Nicodemus could only comprehend the carnal, the physical, the commonly known
and accepted. He struggled with doubt as to new birth from above. *How can a man be
born when heis old? Can he enterthe second time into his mother'swomb, and be born?
...How canthesethingsbe?” —iohn3:4,9

It could only be from the powerthat comes from above that Nicodemus could see and
comprehend the reality of Jesus' teaching. It became obvious that he listened and
thought through the words that night. Nicodemus came to the front as a strong believer
to careforthe body of His Lord and Saviour after His death on the cross.

In another setting from above. John the Baptist was a man sent from above and
received power from above. “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John...
The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him
might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light... He (Je-
sus) came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God... John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that
cometh aftermeis preferred before me: for he was before me.” —john1:6-15

Anyone who receives Jesus Christ, will receive power from above and it lifts the
receiver up from the world beneath to live in the realms of heaven, which not only
affects and changes the heart, but it also is manifest in the actions and behaviour of the
beholder.

“For | came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent
me. And thisis the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me |
shouldlose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. And this is the will of him
that sent me, that everyone which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have ever-
lasting life: and | will raise him up at the last day.” —iohn6:38-40

Here is the real gift of heaven to humanity from above. He that sees, he that believes
onHim will receive eternal life, and while the one who receives Jesus will be lifted spiritu-
ally above, there will come a day — the last day, when Jesus will raise the true believer
from the 'beneath'to the 'above.' We must realise that it is in Christ's power to do God's
will, nota hint of our own! His is power from above, oursis only from beneath.
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"He sent from
above, he took
me, he drew me
out of many
waters. He
delivered me
from my strong
enemy, and from
them which
hated me: for
they were too
strong for me.
They prevented
me in the day of

my calamity: but
the LORD was

my stay.”
—Psalm 18:16-18
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"And God shall
wipe away all
tears from their
eyes; and there
shall be no
more death,
neither sorrow,
nor crying,
neither shall
there be any
more pain: for
the former
things are

passed away.”

—Revelation 21:4

The Provision From Above

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the
Father of lights, withwhomis no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” —ames1:17

In this verse, James records that there is no doubt as to the source of, not only good
provisions, but where every perfect gift comes from. And more than that, as this prom-
iseismade, itis alwaysavailable, He doesn't change.

“Christ’s love for His children is as tender as it is strong. And it is stronger than death;
for He died to purchase our salvation, and to make us one with Him, mystically and eter-
nally one. So strong is His love that it controls all His powers, and employs the vast
resources of heaven in doing His people good. It is without variableness or shadow of
turning—the same yesterday, today, and forever. Although sin has existed for ages, try-
ing to counteract this love and obstruct its flowing earthward, it still flows in rich cur-
rentsto those forwhom Christ died.

"God loves the sinless angels, who do His service and are obedient to all His com-
mands; but He does not give them grace; they have never needed it, for they have never
sinned. Grace is an attribute shown to undeserving human beings. We did not seek after
it; it was sentin search of us. God rejoices to bestow grace upon allwho hungerand thirst
forit, not because we are worthy, but because we are unworthy. Our need is the qualifi-
cation which gives us the assurance that we shall receive the gift.” —Testimonies to Ministers,
P-519

Plenty are the provisions available for us from above, that not one need be lost. But
every person on the earth has the gift of free choice. It is the choices that each person
makes that will determine their destination. Sadly not all choices are good choices.

“But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.”

—James1:14

In this verse, James cautions on giving way to temptations, being drawn away by our
own longing for lust, being lured, seduced, enticed, and baited as sporting game, into
sin, to rob us of the perfect provisions from 'Above.' But none need be caught in the
snare of the enemy. The provisions from'Above'are abundantly plenteous.

“How excellent is thy loving-kindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their
trust underthe shadow of thy wings... Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let
notthe hand of the wicked remove me.

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of
the Almighty. | will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him
will I trust. Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the
noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt
thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.” — psalm 36:7,13; 92:1-4

The Paradise From Above

“And hath raised us up together, and made us sit togetherin heavenly placesin Christ
Jesus: That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus... —Ephesians 2:6,7 “A man can receive nothing,
exceptitbe given himfrom heaven.” —john3:27

Thereis no doubt asto the prize thatis available forthose who receive the high calling
inJesus Christ. Paul, in his letterto the Philippians states this very clearly; | press toward
the mark forthe prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many
as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall
reveal even this unto you... For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look
forthe Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fash-
ioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to
subdue allthings unto himself.” —philippians 3:14,15; 20,21



Don't let any man, woman, child, or attraction from this world beneath take this
Paradise from Above from you. Eternity lost, one will not know anything, for all is lost.
But today, as a living, thinking being, able to reason from cause to effect, compare eter-
nity lost with eternity gained. The contrast is worlds apart. Eternity gained is life ever-
lastingina kingdom, not of this world, buta world of sinlessness, of glory. It surely will be
aParadise from Above, one you do not want to miss!

Born From Above

Inthe early 1930's, Bakht Singh, ayoung man who had grown up as a Sikh with his fam-
ilyinIndia, came of age to begin studies for his future career. But those engineering stud-
ies were to take him to England, away from the influence of his home. This was against
his father's wishes and it was only after he promised his mother that he would not
change his religion that she persuaded her husband to allow his son, Bakht to study
abroad.

Oncein England, he did abandon Sikhism and went completely to the opposite direc-
tion. He cut his hair and considered himself and atheist, indulging in every kind of plea-
sure. He went through seven months of saving in one month, began smoking and drink-
ing, which asaSikh, he had neverdone before.

He sent false accounts to his father to give a false assurance to his family, but his life
was well and truly otherwise. These self-betrayals left him unhappy. He began to view
life asa “vanities of vanities.”

Sailing to Canada on a pleasure trip, he decided to attend a Christian church service
abroad the ship to see what it was about. He fell asleep during the service, but when he
awoke, he found everyone else kneeling. At first rebellion flared about kneeling, but
then he humbled himself, “I've been to Muslim mosques and Hindu temples.  have taken
my shoes off and washed my feet to show respect for sacred places. | must honour this
placetoo, outof courtesy.”

He kneltdown and immediately felt the power of Christin his heart. Later hereported,
“Ibegantosay, 'O Lord Jesus, blessed be Thy name, blessed be Thy name.”” The transfor-
mation which began that day led him to read the Bible and become an enthusiastic
Christian.

He took his stand for baptism and on February 4, 1932, he was baptised inVancouver,
Canada.Thefirst time he stood up to give his testimony, he trembled violently. He could
only say, "The Lord Jesus saved even me. | was a man who was worthy to be burnt to
ashes, because my hands had torn the Bible. | was a blasphemer against the Bible and
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and made fun of Christians and yet He reached out His
hand of mercy toeven me!”

While dedicating himself to Christ, Bakht Singh sensed that God was asking him to
acceptthree principles. Firstly, he must live by faith, secondly, he must ask no one forany-
thing, and thirdly, he must make no plans of his own. Binding himself to these three
requirements, he sailed back to India. There he found himself homeless because he
would not accept his parents' demands to keep his conversion quiet. However, because
of Bakht's witness, hisfather soon became a Christian.

As a result of Bakht Singh's obedience to God, he won thousands of Indians to Christ
and had a handin planting many churches. Soinfluential and beloved was he that sixhun-
dredthousand peopleturned out for hisfuneral.

This would be the ultimate example of transformation from the 'From Beneath', to
the 'From Above.' Again, in closing, please considerand claimthe promise, “Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,
withwhomis novariableness, neither shadow of turning.” —james1:27 ¢ py
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—Message taken by Andreas Mellas, New Zealand, January 25, 2025
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“Verily, verily, |
say unto thee,
Except a man be
born from above,
he can not see
the kingdom of
God.... That
which is born of
the flesh is flesh,
and that which is
born of the Spirit
is spirit. Marvel
not that I said
unto thee, Ye
must be born

again.”
— Christ’s Object Lessons, p.98
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In Brief

For Sharing

This large inflatable image
of the Daniel 2 statue is
available to support
outreach efforts.

Itis 8 meters tall and can be
used to garner the public's
attention, start a
conversation and invite
people to an event or offer.

Itis currently in the
possession of Autumn
Leaves and if you have a
project for it then contact
us to discuss a loan of it for
your projects.

M In the Office

We had a busier-than-usual end of 2024 with more activity in-store. After a couple of
weeks closed over the holiday season we launched straight into camps and then back
into catching up on everything for the new year. During this time we also received the
container of Blue Bibles and 5 pallets of stock from various suppliers in the USA. We
have just completed getting all this stock on the shelves and getting back orders
sorted.

With the large expenses of purchasing these goods plus all the camp meeting costs
we were initially concerned with projections of our cashflow situation for the end of
January. We tracked this and have been

blessed with how it has hugely

improved by the time February actually

arrived. God has finances under His _

control and He just leaves the work for R ¥ . N7 il

each one of us to do - not the worrying. g

Video Production: See ourYouTube
channel for weekly releases in
December and early January, all
recorded in our studio. We also live-
streamed camp presentations in both
the North and South Island. These are
all available to view on our YouTube
channel (autumnleavesnz) and we
share new content via our Facebook
page also.

Staff Vacancy: We have an opportunity opening up in our team for someone to
work with us in customer service and order processing. This will be a somewhat
demanding but also rewarding full-time position with a strong ministry focus. If
this interests you or might suit someone you know be in touch with us.

B Events

Summer Camps: Both the North Island camp (14-19 Jan) and South Island
convention (23-26 Jan) were well attended this year. Speakers were Dr Conrad Vine,
Pr Andreas Mellas and Paul Klix. Recordings of the camps are available to purchase.
See meeting recording form.

Friday Night Live: On February 28, 7.00pm
we have our live-from-studio event. The
popular Friday Night Live is a time of singing = .
and devotion where you have the requests \ If—‘,h |
and join with our local singers to enjoy an Livc
evening of fellowship and joy together. Put it
in your calendar now! The following Friday
Night Live will be 30 May, 7pm.

Friday!

rj Autumn eoves

Australian Camps: Camp Meeting, Crawford, Queensland, Australia. Thursday, April
17 through to Monday, April 21. Contact: Dio Rusera - dio.r4services@gmail.com

North Island Trip: Doug and Angela will be traveling in the North Island during May.
Be in touch to connect. More details will be in the April newsletter.



M Projects

Blue Bible Project: The anticipated container
load of Blue Bibles arrived late December and
straight away were starting to scatter for
distribution, the first being given to one of the
truck drivers who was doing her last delivery
before taking maternity leave.

This international Blue Bible project aims to
produce and distribute an ideal sharing Bible
with good features and low prices.

The 'Blue Bibles’ have the full KJV Bible text
with good size print and approximately 150
additional pages of study aids and information
about the Bible. The resources include a 32-part g
Bible study series, 104 commentary quotation
by E G White, extra reading and links to more
resources. Along with a nice imitation leather
blue cover and blue ribbon markers, the stitch
bound pages have a clear and readable font with words of Christ in blue.

This project was promoted at the camps and thousands of copies have already begun
to be distributed. We have had international interest in these Bibles and we are
subsidising them so that more can be shared. You can help this project but either
purchasing these at subsidized prices to share in your communities or you can
donate to cover the subsidy so that others can afford to purchase to share.

If there was one Book that you would want to
share what would that be? Which Book would |
you invest time, effort and finance into? J

We are aiming to raise about $50,000 to get the
Bibles down to $5 each by the box of 20. So far
we have already raised just over half the
amount needed. Any excess funds will be used i 4
to for similar Bible projects. e
Contact us to learn more about this exciting h\_ , |
project and to get the Best Book into the hands

and homes of as many people as possible.

Raised so far

Bibles Funding Progress ssa0s1 24,650 €O rase

77 Building Project: Recently we have been

¢ thankful for the indoor space where we can
unpack and pack pallets and a large sealed area
for trucks to come and forklifts to load and
unload. Each task can be easier when you have
facilities designed for the purpose.

Since our last update, over $5000 progress has

been made to cover the remaining portion of
funding this project.

$58.2R 10 MLSEE;%%T

Building Funding Progress
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Back in Stock

The Time
of the
End

ThHe

il
]L‘&f{/

W for the Lagy pa,

Fames | Has ward, &,

This compilation consists of
4,000 Spirit of Prophecy
quotations and Bible
References covering the
emergence of God's last-day
remnant church, its message,
its mission to the world, its
internal and external
challenges, and its final
glorious victory — a period of
time beginning with the year
1798 and ending with the new
earth.

Material has been gathered
from approximately 100 of
Ellen White's books,
magazine articles, and
letters, and other writings
with a choice of the most
concise, yet clear, statements
possible that deal with each
subject presented. The
compiler's notes have been
kept to a minimum,
preferring to let the Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy Speak.

Hardback
$68.00 +p&p




A Of Interest

Valuable Study Resources back in stock

“Except a The Essential Collection brings an updated look to some of the most profound Ellen
G. White books. The original pagination can be found throughout the books, making
man be born it easy to find the correct references.
The typeset has been beautifully designed to draw the reader in. This set was printed
frOm above, and bound in Italy by one of Europe’s leading producers of high-quality books.

Books included in the set:
m Steps to Christ

he can not see

the klngdom m Thoughts from the
Mount of Blessing
OfGOd- -” m Christ's Object Lessons
—John 3:3 m The Ministry of Healing
m Education

I O uety hardback

set of five books.

$247.00 +p&p

Daniel & Revelation Exaustive Commentary

. : A very good study resource as a verse-by-verse commentary on Daniel and
Al * Revelation from the writings of Ellen G. White (published and unpublished),
“ Ly E i h compiled and meticulously keyed to scripture.

The books of Daniel & Revelation have

Shop Online always been vital to the spiritual
Visit our online shop for over 1000 dynamics of the Seventh-Day Adventist
items. This is an easy and effective church, and the need for every true R i
way to buy or donate. Sabbath Keeper not only to be
Categories include: Bibles, Study thoroughly familiar with their message
Aids, Bible Teachings, Stories, but also to be firmly grounded in them
Nature and Science, Spirit of
Prophecy, Family, Homeschooling, Good quality hardback set.
Children, Health, Media, Outreach,
Foreign Languages, Donations and $207.00 +p&p

Second Hand items.

This newsletter is also available
electronically and online.

Find us online!

www.autumnleaves.co.nz/shop

Find us on social media
Autumn Leaves Nz Ltd www.facebook.com/autumnleavesnz
PO Box 654 www.youtube.com/autumnleavesnz
~Rangiora 7440 Bank accounts:
New Zealand NZ 01 0877 0014329 00
28 Southbrook Road, Rangiora 7440 AUST BSB 014 507 ACCNT 4865 93335

The Leaflet is the newsletter of office@autumnleaves.co.nz Payments & donations can also
Autumn Leaves NZ Limited, a + 5 be made via New Zealand or
registered charitable company, Phone 33621333717367762 foreign cheque, or credit card.
with the purpose of scattering (from overseas) Donations are tax deductible in New Zealand.
God’s message of truth like the www.autumnleaves.co.nz We appreciate the contributions given which enable this
leaves of autumn. charity to continue to serve you and the community.




